CHAPTER V
ORGANISATION OF READING IN
JUNIOR CLASSES
IN junior classes of pupils 7+ to 11+ years the important
objective, particularly with the first and second classes of
pupils aged 7+ to 9+, is to ensure continuity of reading
instruction from the Infant Department. The bulk of the
pupils promoted from infant classes or departments will
have mastered the mechanics of reading, and if suitable
graded reading material is available they will continue to
make progress. But there will always be from all infant
classes a percentage of children, from 15 per cent, to as
high as 40 per cent, in some areas, who are still having
difficulty with the mechanics of reading. Occasionally this
percentage of backward readers is due to bad teaching,
sometimes to environmental conditions, such as absence or
continuous change of school, but most often, as I have
shown elsewhere,1 it arises from the fact that these children
have not matured at the same rates as their companions
either in general intelligence or in the special abilities
required in learning to read. It is therefore vital that these
groups of children, backward in reading and spelling,
should continue to receive instruction similar in kind and
in quantity to that of which their friends were able to take
full advantage in the infant classes. Unless these children
secure this careful attention they either stagnate in verbal
attainments or, in some cases, lose the little ground previously
gained in their infant groups. Furthermore, unless they
1 Backwardness in the Basic Subjects (Oliver and Boyd Ltd., 1942)
in Chapter IX. Causes and symptoms of disability in reading are
considered in detail, and in particular the differing rates of maturation
in special abilities in learning to read are explained, and illustrative
cases of backward readers are described.
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